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As many of you know, the fall season is my busy season each year. Between my wife’s volleyball
team at Mayfield, my daughter’s volleyball team at West Geauga, and then coaching my son and
daughter’s soccer team at the same time, life is extremely busy. But [ wouldn'’t trade it in for
anything. I enjoy enjoying life and watching my family enjoy life also. So many times, we allow
our schedule to dictate our life so much that we start to feel helpless in life. And, it's

interesting the number of expressions we've invented to describe those helpless feelings when
we are not sure what to do or how to respond. We say things like, I'm in a pinch or my life is too
jammed packed to do anything. And, instead of slowing down and/or relying on God to help us
through our busy season, we try to do everything we can under our own power. What's more
interesting is that Christians even believe that the phrase God helps those who help themselves is
in the Bible. This phrase gets quoted like it's coming directly from Proverbs. The fact s, this
expression is nowhere in the Bible. Additionally, it doesn't even reflect the nature of God. Think
about it, as long as we are helping ourselves, who needs God?

Actually, the exact opposite is true that God helps the helpless! Often, it's when we are at the end
of our rope and cry out to God that He can help us best. When we feel the most helpless is when
God often steps in and says, Cast all your cares upon Me, for I care for you (see 1 Peter 5:7). There
is no doubt that relying on God sometimes goes against our human nature, but it does invite
divine intervention. If you are currently in a back against the wall kind of predicament, grab your
Bible and soak in the greatest advice from the greatest power source ever. Find a Scripture
verse you want to read, observe what it is telling you, think of ways to apply it and then pray
that God will help you implement it today. If you want the word of Christ to dwell in you (see
Colossians 3:16), you have to get the word in you! And, once it is in you, it can change you and
give you the power you need for life and power to conquer any helpless feeling. As I close, reflect
on the power that David so beautifully defines in Psalms 23. God is the one who will provide for
us, restore us, protect us, comfort us and even anoint us. You are never helpless with God in
your corner. The next time you feel helpless, help yourself to His word and let it give you the
power you need for today!

May you never get too busy that you forget to get in your Bible!
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Monday Connect Group |
What: This group meets for a time of
fellowship, prayer, and a topically-based
study.
When: Every Friday night | 7:00pm
Where: John + Carrie Romanin’s | 13178
Woodcrest Lane, Chesterland

Contact Info: 216.570.0855

Monday Connect Group Il
What: This group meets for a time of
fellowship, prayer, and a study based off
of Sunday’s sermon.

When: September 16" + September 30th |
6:30pm

Where: Steve + Ann George’s | 11127
Sherman Road, Chardon

Tuesday Prayer Group
What: This group meets for a time of
fellowship + prayer.

When: Every Tuesday | 12:00pm

Where: LaVerne Krueger’s | 12825
Manchester Drive, Chesterland

Contact Info: 440.729.7017

Intercessory Prayer Group
What: This group meets for a time of prayer.

When: 2™ Wednesday | 12pm — 1pm
Where: Room #6 - CCC
Contact Info: 440.729.6203

R.E.A.L Women’s Connect Group
What: This women’s group (ages 18+) meets
for a time of fellowship, prayer, and a
topically-based study (currently Seven-Mile
Miracle from Elevation Church).

When: September 24" | 7:00pm

Where: The Gorski’s Home | 12596 Buckeye
Drive, Chesterland

Contact Info: Alessia Gorski 440.799.0617
and Sara Jaeck 440.635.6031

Thursday Connect Group
What: This group meets for a time of
fellowship, prayer, and a study based off of
Sunday’s sermon.

When: Every other Thursday | 1:00pm
MEETING September 5" + September 19"

Where: Bill + Linda Svendsen’s | 10822
Crestwood Drive, Kirtland

Contact Info: 440.256.8083

Friday Night Connect Group |
What: This group meets for a time of
fellowship, prayer, and a topically-based
study through the book Answers to Tough
Questions Skeptics Ask About the Christian
Faith by Josh McDowell

When: Every other Friday | 7:00pm

Where: Dave + Chrissy Gorski’s | 9067 Forest
Lane, Chesterland

Contact Info: Dave Gorski | 216.401.4903
Chrissy Gorski | 330.442.0452

Men’s Connect Group
What: This men’s group (ages 18+) meets for a
time of fellowship, prayer, and Bible study

When: Saturday, September 7" @ 9:00am
Where: Room 7 - CCC
Contact Info: Pastor Greg | 440.729.6203

Women’s Connect Group
What: This women’s group (ages 18+) meets for a
time of fellowship, prayer, and Bible study.

When: Saturday, September 28" @ 9:00am
Where: Hospitality Center - CCC
Contact Info: 440.729.6203

Young Adults Connect Group
What: This group (ages 18-30ish) meets
for a time of fellowship, prayer, and
Bible study.

When: Wednesdays | 7:00pm
Where: Room #7 - CCC
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INCOME......... $172,462
EXPENSES....$175,933
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IGNITE YOUTH SCHEDULE

Wednesday Nights @ 7pm

Contact the church office with any questions or concerns.
440.729.6203
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I'll never forget the day I was healed and given a new lease on my life. In April of 2015 I was having the

TEST' MON I ES worst headaches of my life. I thought after months of pain and several blackouts I needed to go see a
pE————— doctor. I went to the Cleveland Clinic, then I went to UH to get a second opinion, then finally I went to
the one person that had taken care of my family for years and the only doctor I could truly trust. They all
said the same thing. Jim... you have Stage IV brain cancer called Glioblastoma. I was in shock. How could this be? My whole life has been
full of disappointment after disappointment and now I have CANCER... I was mad, angry, and furious with everything and everyone! Most
of all I blamed God. I thought, wow... my whole life I was told to be good, do good, and yet I was physically beaten almost every night. My
family treated me like garbage. My family doctor told me to get my affairs in order. It's amazing how many things you think about when
you know your time is up. Your whole life flashes before you. I wish I could go back and do THIS over. I wish I had done THAT. Why
didn’t I make TIME for that? But Now [ am watching my daughter take care of me from the side effects of chemo and radiation, which I
said I would never do. I was giving in to cancer. I used to think I was superman, I am strong, I am honest, and I want truth and justice in
this world. Instead I'm wealk, sick, tired and giving up.
Fast forward....It is now June 2016. My friend, whom I was training in my Martial Arts dojo during the time I was going through chemo
and radiation, is a priest at a church in Chesterland. He said to me, “Jim... I have not given up on you. Please come to my church and pray.
have the statue of the Virgin Mary that travels the world at my church this week. Maybe you can come in and just sit and pray.” I grew up
with grandparents that believed. They took me to a catholic church every Sunday but I really didn’t believe in God because my life was so
bad. But he was very compelling and to be honest I had nothing to lose. I figured... ok, I have been blaming God my whole life. I had so
many questions that needed answers I'm going to go get them. So I took my daughter and we went to his church. I walked in and he told
me to go sit down, take your time, and pray. He told me he would stop anybody from coming in until I was done. My daughter sat behind
me and [ went to the altar to kneel down, not really thinking this would make any difference. I started to pray and then I just stood up
and yelled, “WHY ARE YOU DOING THIS TO ME!?! WHY HAVE YOU PUT ME THROUGH SO MUCH PAIN AND NOW THIS..WHY WHY
WHY!?!” A calm and very peaceful voice said to me, “Calm my son. Sit and let’s talk.” I looked around for Fr. Chuck, but nobody was in the
room but my daughter and me. I thought... ok I have finally lost it. 'm now crazy! I actually asked out loud, “Who is talking to me? Who
are you?” The voice said to me, “You have spent many years blaming me and telling me how I feel. You have said many times that I am to
blame for your awful life.” I was in shock! For the first time I really felt afraid. I asked my daughter if she could hear the voice and she said
no dad I just hear you. I thought to myself, ok this is it. 'm going to get the answers to my life. And no matter what I'm not leaving here
until I get the truth. So, I asked, “If you are truly God why didn’t you ever help me in my life? Why did you let so many bad things happen
to me?” He said to me, “Why do you think it was me? Why do you think I want to hurt you? I love you! You are my son! Who put your
grandparents in your life when you felt alone? Who held you when you cried? Who made you feel strong when you wanted to give up...?”
[ asked, “Why?!? Why weren’t you there? Why didn’t you talk to me? Why did you let it all happen?” He said, “I was there. I asked you to
let me help you. You screamed at me and told me you are stronger and you can take it. I asked you to give me your problems and I'll take
them from you, but you pushed me away. [ never left you! The more you pushed, the more I tried to help you.” I said to him, “Well it
doesn’t matter now. I'm dying! I will never get to feel and experience true love. I will never get to say all the things [ wanted to say. I will
never get to do all the things | wanted to do. What good is any of it now anyway? It’s all over!!!” I fell to my knees and begged for more
time. I begged for my life. I said I'm sorry! Please let me feel love! Fill my heart with love and life! I want to do what I was meant to do. I
want the Holy Spirit in me so I can feel the true love of God in my body. Clean me of all the nasty, angry, hurtful demons in my body. Help
me to forgive and let go of my past. Give me a chance to show what I can do. Let me show that I can really help people. The Lord said to
me, “Why do you think I'm here? It’s time to let me help you because I have so many plans for you, so many things I'm waiting for you to
do.” I told him if he gave me the time, [ wouldn’t waste it. I would say and do the things [ have promised in the past and never done. He
asked me if I believed in him. I answered, “Yes Lord I do! I believe you are the God who died for me and forgave me for all my sins”. He
told me if he gave me this 2nd chance [ needed to just do what he says. Don’t ask why. Just do it. If I could agree to this he would give me a
2nd chance to do what was right. He would give me my heart’s desire, but [ needed to keep my promises to Him this time. I told him [
would do anything he wanted me to do. He told me to go in peace and feel his love and the gift of the Holy Spirit.
There were so many things [ wanted to do when I left there. But one of the first things I wanted was to tell my best friend, currently my
wife, how much I loved her and that I have loved her since jr. high school. I wanted to tell her that God healed me and is giving me a 2nd
chance at life. The second thing I wanted was to tell the world what I now believe, that I have been saved! When I left the church that
night Fr. Chuck never asked me what had happened. All he said was I hope you got your answers. I told him I got much more than that. I
felt so strong and full of life that night. Two weeks later I went to see my family Dr. He told me he wanted to do a few more test. He told
me | seemed to be doing better than expected. I should have been in pain and not able to do all the things I was doing. When the test
results came back my cancer was down from 36mm to 16mm. My cancer was shrinking...
[ had other health issues I was dealing with as well during my cancer treatments. My heart and lungs were in bad shape from inhaling
cigars for 26yrs. I had test taken and retaken which resulted in “unexplained” events that the medical professionals couldn’t explain how
blockages, spots on my lungs etc... all disappeared with no medical explanations. They were now all gone! No surgeries, no medicine.
NOTHING! Even when I went to my neurologist and he took a new scan of my brain. He told me that I have had a miracle! My cancer was
GONE! Out of all my doctors that treated me he was the only Dr. to acknowledge I had a healing from God.
[ had truly received a gift from God!

It's amazing how my life is now! I'm thankful for everything I have because I know my Father Loves Me. I have gone from angry, blaming,
hurtful, daily sinner to a better man, a thankful man, a BELIEVING MAN.

Thank You Lord for my gift! Thank You for Your love! Thank You that Your Spirit is in my heart. Thank you for my kids, my wife (who
makes me a better man), my mom (who has been more of a real mom to me than my blood mom) and my friends! Thank You for my
home that is filled with Your Spirit. Thank You that Your Spirit is at my church, Chester Christian Center, which is my home!

By: JAMES S. VECCHIO, SR.
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David & Marie Turner - Serving in Guatemala
Sunday, September 29"

Join us on Sunday, September 29" during our Morning Service as we
share the morning with David & Marie Turner.

“We are super excited about Project 22! Marie and | will begin our
next 4yr term in Guatemala at the end of summer 2019. Guatemala is
home to some of the poorest people in the world. It is the 6" most
dangerous country. It has the highest malnutrition for children 5yrs
and younger. There is a huge gang problem and many with
addictions. There are many suffering and broken with life controlling
problems. Guatemala has 22 state departments we want to plant a

Vida Libre (Living Free) resource center in each one. 22 Mayan dialects
spoken, along with Spanish. The Lord is good, we are around 90% of
AGWM our monthly budget. In Genesis 22 Abraham experienced divine

1445 N. Boonville Ave provision and he said, “ON THE MOUNT OF THE LORD IT WILL BE

Springfield, MO 65802 » o
Turner account £2500650 PROVIDED.” Would you become part of the mount of the Lord"

Mail support and pledges to:

About Guatemala Sheila Crawford
Population: 15,460,732 Friday September 6th

(more than Pennsylvania)
Size: 42,085 sq. mi/ 109,000 sq. km
(just smaller than Pennsylvania)
Capital City: Guatemala City
Lamnguage: Spanish & indigenous languages
Average Income: $30-200/month
Major Religion: Catholicism visiting us here at CCC on

Ecomemy: Key agricultural exports include N Friday September 6" from
sugar, coffee, bananas, and vegetables. 7pm-9pm.

Are you looking for some
inspiration? Do you seek to
increase in knowledge of
the Word of God?

Sheila Crawford from
Shofar Ministries will be

Guatemala 1s the most populous country in Come and listen to her inspiring message!

Central America. Nearly one-half of Guatemala's
children under age five are chronically malnour-

ished, one of the highest malnutrition rates in the Synergy nght - Sept 22nd

world.

(Guatemala stats from www.cia.gov)
Currency: Quetzal

Foeds: Rice, beans, tortillas, plantains, yucca,
and chicken.

Sports: Soccer

Weather: Tropical climate, hot in the low-
lands, cool in the highlands

Synergy Night is a night for all team members to
come together and celebrate what God is doing at
CCC through our volunteers! Everyone who is part of
a volunteer team is welcome to join us from 5:30-
7pm for some light refreshments, a time of
celebrating, and encouragement for this next season.
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ACI’OSS our natIOn, public education for multiplied millions of students has already begun for the

2019-2020 school year, and for others it will begin soon. The launch of a new school year is a major event and is approached
with varying degrees of excitement and anticipation, along with concerns and fears. As we move into a new academic year,
please consider including the following areas of focus in your times of prayer:

1. God’s blessings upon all students, teachers, administrators, and staff throughout the academic year.

Public education is a huge team effort. Students are served not only by their principals and teachers, but by a host of other
staff that care for a variety of responsibilities day after day. Pray for a covering of God’s blessings over the students who are
close to your heart and over the student body in general. Consider praying regularly over a directory of names of people who
serve the school in your area or district. Pray that God will give them wisdom and guidance as they fulfill their various
responsibilities.

2. Attitude of gratefulness among parents and guardians for the investment teachers make in their children’s lives.
Teaching can be a thankless job. Expectations and demands are high, yet expressions of gratitude, appreciation, and
encouragement often are few. Take time regularly to thank God for the teachers who serve students each week. Many of
them not only invest time well beyond the classroom, but also give of their own resources to enhance the teaching-learning
experience in their classrooms. As opportunity warrants, personally express thanks for their efforts and pray that others will
do the same. Words of encouragement and promises to pray can mean a lot.

3. Students who have moved to new communities, that they
will adjust quickly to unfamiliar surroundings and form
meaningful and healthy friendships.

Many students will have recently moved to new communities.
This transition can add significant stress to the already huge
challenge of a new school year. A key issue to adjusting is
finding someone to connect with as a friend. Pray that positive,
healthy friendships will be quickly established. Encourage
students in your family or other spheres of influence to be
sensitive to new students that are looking for a friend in their
schools.

4. Positive and enriching learning experiences for students
of all ages.

Although a period of “compulsory” (mandated, required) education has been established by law, learning also is intended to
be compelling and life-shaping. Pray that students will be vitally engaged in the learning process through creative and
relevant instruction. Pray also that distractions that abound in our culture will be minimized, allowing the students to focus
on and apply the information shared in the classroom.

5. Impact of Christ-following students and adults alike who understand that they are sent to make a difference for
Jesus Christ in their schools.

Christ-following students and adults are not on school campuses by happenstance. Schools are strategic mission fields
providing numerous opportunities for life-changing divine appointments. Pray that godly students and adults will be sensitive
to moments when they can redemptively influence students or colleagues through their conversations and example. Pray
also for favor with school administrators in seeking ways to provide extra-curricular activities that can minister to students.
6. Teachers who are standing before a class for the first time, that they will have confidence in their skills and
establish strong connections with their students.

In many public schools this year, first-time teachers are beginning their inaugural journeys in the classroom. While much
preparation has preceded this moment, the first days and weeks can be daunting. Pray that new teachers will be infused
with confidence and gain respect and appreciation from their students through their teaching excellence and character. If
you know of new teachers, seek them out and assure them of your prayers.

7. Comfort and assurance for parents sending their children to the school for the first time.

For many parents, seeing a child off to school for the first time can be a very emotional experience. They are releasing their
child into the hands of others with whom they are not personally acquainted. There are many unknowns. Will my child
adjust? Will he or she find a friend? Will learning be enjoyable? Will my child be safe? Pray that parents will be surrounded
by God’s peace and comfort and that their child will quickly adjust to this new experience for them as well. Come alongside
someone you know whose child has just begun school and offer encouragement and prayer.

8. God’s care and protection throughout the school year.

Tragic events of recent years have raised great concerns in the hearts and minds of many parents and children alike. Pray for
a covering of God’s protection over the schools in your area and across the nation. Pray for vigilance among administrators
and teachers as well as security personnel. Pray that would-be perpetrators will be turned from their intentions and receive
the corrective influences that are needed in their lives. Take time to do prayer walks or drive around the school property,
asking God’s care and protection. Pray that the school year will be successfully completed without incident. As you pray and
intercede, give thanks to God for the wonderful privilege that our children have to attend school and learn. May we never
take that for granted.

by JOHN T. MAEMPA on August 21, 2019
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Looking Ahead =——————)

PRECIOUS IN HIS EYES Foster Care Ministry Z
By Loretta Gillan
Did you know that in Geauga County there are 60 to 70 children in the foster care
system? Unfortunately, the numbers are rising, and so are the needs. Foster
parents are desperately needed. Only about half of these children will be taken into
foster homes. The others will have to live in group home environments. Some will
eventually be adopted, some will be reunited with their own families, and some will
age out of the group homes. Many of these children will go from place to place
with no permanent home.
“Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: To visit orphans and
widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world” James 1:27.
Not all Christians are called to be foster parents, but we can all do something. When a child goes into foster care,
they usually come with nothing but the clothes they are wearing, or maybe a few items carried in a garbage bag.
In June, the Women of Purpose ladies put together 20 placement diaper and book bags. Each child going into
custody will receive an age appropriate bag filled with a blanket and stuffed animal, hygiene items, clothing,
books, diapers/underwear, socks, toys, bottles, etc. The bags were then delivered to Geauga County Jobs and
Family Services. This was a huge blessing for the social workers. They had never received anything like this.
Now a child going into custody will have something of their own. | asked if there was anything else they needed.
They told me that they reward good behavior by taking a child out to a fast food restaurant for lunch. This has
been a good motivator for them. Unfortunately, the money for this comes out of their own pockets. They asked
for donations of fast food gift cards. They can be from McDonald’s, Chick-fil-A, Chipotle, Taco Bell, Burger King,
Arby’s or Subway.
If you feel led to donate, please drop gift cards in the offering plate on Sunday, September 28th.

And above all, please pray for these precious children, the foster families and the social workers. Let us spread
the love of God to our most vulnerable, and in the process, glorify our Father in heaven.
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SATURDAY 440.729.6203
OCTOBER 19thp2yryy.

| Josh & Amber Payne
With us on October 2rdat 7pm
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MISSIONS

Please Return the Filled, Unwrapped Pridn is tro Vie
Box by September 22 ShUBhOX Pmlect

Blanket The Women's Ministry at Chester Christian Center would like to partner with
.. believers in Pridnistrovie by providing shoeboxes and backpacks filled with
Mmlstry items for children in Pridnistrovie. The boxes and bags will be personally
offering is delivered to children in neighborhoods where believers are currently
ministering as well as in new areas that will have a ministry set up soon. The
scheduled for boxes and bags are a tremendous blessing to children and their families,
October 27th and they open up the door to share the Gospel.

Questions?
Carrie Romanin Loretta Gillan =—'

440.729.2473  440.537.6762

Every October we take a special offering designated for CCC’s Blanket
Ministry. All the money donated goes toward buying fleece to make

4'1; BLANKET
MIINISTRY _ . N~ ; . .
,.:Agﬁjéﬁﬂfm\ﬂ@i blankets for children in Pridnistrovie. Join us in January and February
v % on Monday nights as we fellowship together while making blankets!
REPVE a0 S ¥

Gordon & Sue Wright '

Sunday September 15" at 10:30am

Gordon is founder and executive director of Jesus Inn Ministries, Inc. and an
elder at Tulsa Christian Fellowship, a New Testament church located in the city of
Tulsa. He is the father of seven children ranging in age from 34 to 17 years old. His
wife, Sue, is actively engaged in the discipling of young women as well as
homeschooling the youngest of the seven children. In the late 1980's as the wall came
down in Berlin and the Soviet Union started to disintegrate Gordon took an exploratory
trip into Russia by train via Helsinki, Finland. Out of that trip and further ones that
followed the ministry of East/West Resources International was born. y

Gordon is also founder and president of East/West Resources International, a I
networking organization working to develop ministry and partnerships in 2" and 3™ world countries to facilitate the training
and equipping of pastors and church leadership. In this capacity Gordon is also director of the Sister Church Project
(SCP) which links American churches with Russian and Ukrainian churches for spiritual and material support. The Sister
Church Project has been in existence for over 16 years and at present supports 13 pastors, 7 in Ukraine and 6 in Russia.

In addition to his immediate responsibilities Gordon also serves on the executive committee of the international board
of Shelter For Life, a humanitarian aid organization committed to rebuilding infrastructure in countries effected by conflict or
natural disaster; Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, etc. He also travels on behalf of Shelter For Life as a member care pastor.

Gordon also serves as vice president on the international board of Global Assistance Partners (GAP). GAP conducts
Bible Institutes and continuing education for pastors and church workers in both Ukraine and Kenya, East Africa. In Kenya
GAP also ministers to the physical needs of AIDs orphans and widows. Gordon'’s responsibility with GAP includes teaching in
each of the Bible Institutes either annually or biannually.

Gordon has written numerous articles and teaching pamphlets. Pamphlets and bookmark teachings include such
topics and titles as: Hearing God’s Voice, The Martha/Mary Syndrome, Ye Have Need of Endurance, Korah's Rebellion,

A Faithful Man and Pray for your Leaders. He has also completed a 16-tape discipleship teaching series on Foundations for
Christian Growth available on both audio and videocassette.

Gordon has become known as a gifted prophetic teacher and has traveled and ministered throughout various portions
of the United States and 30 countries abroad, including: Russia, Ukraine, Germany, Romania, Poland, Bulgaria, Finland,
Sweden, Iraq, Afghanistan, India, Pakistan, Cambodia, Bangladesh, Kenya, Japan and the city-state of Singapore. He has
been used of the Lord nationally as well as internationally in the founding of new works as well as exhorting and encouraging
leadership and existing local fellowships.




URCOMING

Oct 2™ | Josh & Amber Payne
Oct 5™ | Men’s Connect Group
Oct 9™ | Intercessory Prayer

Oct 12™ | Women’s Connect
Group

Oct 13" | Nursing Home Ministry
Oct 19™ | Chili Pie Cook Off
Oct 25" | Food Pantry

Oct 26™ | City Mission

11815 Chillicothe Road
Chesterland, OH 44026



